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Historical and traditional aspects of  
research thesis and dissertation

• original research
• independent research
• public defense
• archiving (library)
• authorship
• withholding access
• committee membership 
• format (chapters)



•electronic thesis & dissertation
•public abstract
•plagiarism detection software
•ePortfolio
•and more

Recent changes



•General guidelines
•Creative possibilities

•Story of a girl
•Rest areas
•Building structures
•Orbital

Examples from Virginia Tech

https://guides.lib.vt.edu/c.php?g=547528&p=3756998
https://guides.lib.vt.edu/c.php?g=547528&p=6442844
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/71871/Ramadan_HM_T_2015.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/78900/Curtis_JW_T_2017.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/56673/Ghielmetti_DV_T_2015.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/74396/Yourshaw_MS_T_2017.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


•traditional chapter format
•manuscript format
•variable formats - poetry, music, 

photography, architecture, 
theatre, and more

•digitally creative formats 

Adaptations and modifications



quality guidelines in 21st C university 



• original research - new knowledge and 
understanding (what is research?)

• independent research - team science and 
collaboration, practice based research

• single authorship - co-authors and 
multiple authors



• public defense - public defense and multiple 
audiences, public abstract

• archiving (library) - multiple platforms 
challenge

• format (traditional format) - ETD, 
manuscript (article) format, creative formats, 
digital format



• withholding access - open access, open data, 
open science and beyond

• committee memberships - academic and 
experts outside academia



Mentimeter questions: Activity #1

• what changes have you made?
• what are the barriers you faced in 

making changes

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/ad265beefb127c1511b891e33e86a5ee/93af02cd94d4
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/ad265beefb127c1511b891e33e86a5ee/15874c7c97a9





