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• 34,000 students, including 
9,200 doctoral and master’s 
students

• 10 Colleges
• 60+ doctoral programs
• 100+ master’s programs
• $1.5 Billion Budget
• 75+ corporate, government 

and non-profit partners on 
Centennial Campus



Interdisciplinary 
skills

Functional skill, 
discipline, 

specialty

Skill 
depth

Skill application

The current job landscape: why graduate students and postdocs 
need to better understand industry



21st century researchers need deep technical 
skill sets that cross individual specialty areas 
and data science.
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depth

Interdisciplinary 
skills

Deep 
domain 

skill

Skill application

Data 
science 
proficiency

Skill
depth



Industry companies need cross-functional 
operators.
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depth

Skill application
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depth



Leadership

Communication 

Team collaboration

Corporate culture

Intrapreneurship

Market assessment 

Technology evaluation

Intellectual property 

Regulatory affairs

Finance

Commercialization

What is A2i?
go.ncsu.edu/a2i



Skill 
depth

Accelerate to Industry (A2i)™ 
Core Modules



Accelerate to Industry (A2i)™ 
New Features

Skill 
depth

Industry Influencers
Bridging the Gaps
Executives in 
Residence

Recruitment Support
Executive Education
A2i Ambassadors



Accelerate to Industry (A2i)™ 
New Features

Skill 
depth

go.ncsu.edu/a2i

Google search: U.S. 
News A2i

https://www.usnews
.com/news/best-
states/north-
carolina/articles/201
8-08-12/there-arent-
enough-academic-
jobs-so-nc-state-
tries-to-help





A2i Annual Corporate Sponsorship Program

PREMIER PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATE BASIC

All PRINCIPAL sponsorship 
features and:

1 Immersion Week Lunch 
Leadership presentation

1 Industry Team Practicum 
project

1 Additional site visit

Featured company 
exhibit/booth on display 
throughout the entire 
Immersion Week ...

All ASSOCIATE sponsorship 
features and:

2 Immersion Week 
presentations

1 Site visit

1 Executive in Residence

1 A2i Advisory Board seat

Quarterly meetings with the 
A2i Leadership Team ...

All BASIC sponsorship 
features and:

1 Immersion Week 
presentation

Tier II registration for the 
Immersion Week Company 
Fair

A2i targeted recruitment 
support service for 
internships, job positions, and 
other company opportunities 
...

Booth/exhibit space during 
the entire Immersion Week

1 Information session that 
includes A2i targeted 
recruitment support service

Tier I registration for the 
Immersion Week Company 
Fair

A2i participant resumes and 
biographical sketches ...

go.ncsu.edu/a2i



A2i - UNIVERSITY PARTNERS go.ncsu.edu/a2i



A2i Summer Workshop

June 12-14, 2019
NC State University

Train-the Trainer
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