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Dissertation Advisory Board 

• Marta Brunner, UCLA  

• Ellen Bryan, University of Chicago 

• Beau Case and Jim Ottaviani, University 

of Michigan 

• Hillary Corbett, Northeastern University  

• Tara Fulton, Eastern Michigan University 

• Fiona Greig, University of Surrey  

 



Dissertation Advisory Board 

• Nancy Herther, University of Minnesota  

• Molly Keener, Wake Forest University 

• Shawn Martin, University of Pennsylvania   

• Simone Sacchi, Columbia University 

• Jeremy Upton, University of Edinburgh 

 



Key Findings 

1. Value of dissertations  

2. Non-Traditional ETDs are increasing 

3. Preservation of ETDs remains a concern 

4. Embargo rates are a key topic of 

discussion on campus  

5.  Provision of metrics related to ETDs 

 



Historical Usage Trends (2014 focus) 
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Growth of ETDs  
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ProQuest Total Dissertation 

Downloads by Broad Subject Area 
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ProQuest Average Downloads per 

dissertation by Broad Subject Area 
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ProQuest Average Downloads per 

thesis (by Subject Area) 
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ProQuest Average Downloads per 

thesis (by Subject Area) 
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ProQuest Average Downloads by 

Dissertation Age / Subject Area 
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ProQuest Average Downloads by 

Dissertation Age / Subject Area 

(excluding Business) 
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Insights from PQDT Usage  

 

• Business is the most downloaded subject 

• Social Science, Humanities and History 

strongly used 

• Education & Information Science very 

strongly used 

• Science & Engineering lower used – 

although theses from last 10 years’ usage 

is relatively much higher 

 



Insights from PQDT Usage  

 

• Health & Medical relatively highly used 

• Older dissertations: History, Arts & 

Humanities usage falls off most slowly (i.e. 

older dissertations are still relatively highly 

used) 

• Older dissertations: Science & Engineering 

theses falls most steeply 

 



The Researcher ID 





Ruth Lewis 

Librarian for Biology, Mathematics, History 

of Science, Technology & Medicine, and 

Scholarly Communications 



Other ORCID related campus 

initiatives at Washington U 

Now that dissertation authors can conveniently obtain ORCID IDs other 

initiatives include:    

1. Lobbying our repository platform to support ORCiD  

2. Adding ORCiD to dissertation and thesis in the catalog records 

3. Encouraging scholars and graduate students to create, populate and 

use ORCiD; 

4. Learning about what other universities are doing to expand the 

adoption of ORCID 

 



• Extensive on Site Research  

• Student User Surveys (5000) 

• Staff/Site Administrator Surveys (150) 

• Workshop feedback (Updates and Refresher) 

2.0 The NEW 



Thank you!! 

 
If you have any questions, please contact: 

Marlene Coles, Ph.D 

ProQuest Dissertation Dissemination 

Marlene.coles@proquest.com 

1-800-521-0600  ext. 72589 

 

Austin McLean 

Director of Scholarly Publishing and ProQuest Dissertation Dissemination 

austin.mclean@proquest.com 

1-800-521-0600  ext. 74878 
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