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AAMC
•@2 million records 
scanning from 1970s-
2009
•Centralized Services 
allow us to provide 
snapshots as well as 
trends
•Link on AAMC ID to 
provide outcomes 
information.



Medical Schools Admissions: 
Context and Challenges

• Context:
• Typical Path—Bachelor Degree (4-5 years), Medical 

School (4-8 years), Residency (3-7 years), Board 
Certification

• Four Major Exams—MCAT, USMLE Steps 1,2 and 3
• Selection Criteria balances both competency and 

compassion
• Challenges

• Attraction to Medicine and the Composition of the 
Entering Class

• Meeting Population Growth and Medical Service 
needs/demands

• Expansion of Medical Schools and Residency 
Positions 



131 MD Granting Medical Schools 
in the U.S. and the territories

Alaska

Maine

Delaware

Idaho
Wyoming

Montana

Only Six States (AK, MT, ID, WY, DE, ME) do not have a medical school



2009 Applicants and Entering Class



Medical School Applicants and First-year 
Entrants

Applicants

First-year entrants 18,390

42,269

Source: AAMC Data Warehouse: Applicant Matriculant File (DW:AMF), as of 10/14/09



2009 Medical School Applicant Pool 
Remains Steady

First-Time Applicant

Re-applicants

Total = 42,269

Source: AAMC Data Warehouse: Applicant Matriculant File (DW:AMF), as of 10/14/09

= 31,063



Nearly Equal Numbers of Men and Women Apply

2009 Men Applicants  
= 22,014

2009 Women Applicants 
= 20,252

Source: AAMC Data Warehouse: Applicant Matriculant File (DW:AMF), as of 10/14/09



Minorities in Medicine Fluctuate in the Medical School 
Applicant Pool

Black/African American

Hispanic/Latino

American Indian/AK Native

Source: AAMC Data Warehouse: Applicant Matriculant File (DW:AMF), as of 10/14/09



Source: AAMC Graduation Questionnaire

Percent of Graduates Who Are in Debt

85%



Median Educational Debt of Indebted 
Graduates

Source: AAMC Graduation Questionnaire



Comments and Questions

Gwen Garrison        ggarrison@aamc.org
Collins Mikesell       cmikesell@aamc.org 

Wrap Up:
•The Ratio of Applicants to Matriculants is 
steady at 2.2 to 1
•We remain concerned about Minority 
applicants
•Debt  may play a role in the attraction to 
medicine.


