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Geoscience Master’s Overview

• Degree of choice for practitioners
• Is ‘it’ desirable?

– BS: Few career advancement opportunities
– Ph.D.: Only needed in advanced research

• 99.5% employment upon graduation
• 82% of MS programs focus on Ph.D. 

preparation, yet….
• Only 28% go on to Ph.D. program
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Geoscience Degree Completion Rates and the Price of Oil
(1973-2007)

Bachelor's Master's Ph.D. Oil ($USD / barrel) 

Source: AGI GeoscienceWorkforce Program, data derived from AGI's Directory of Geoscience Departments, and   
http://inflationdata.com/inflation/Inflation_Rate/Historical_Oil_Prices_Table.asp



Student-to-Professional Transition



Geoscience Workforce

Source: AGI Geoscience Workforce Program, data derived  from AGI/AGU Surveys of New Geoscience Masters and Ph.D.’s



Degree-Granting Diversity
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