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Dissertations Bootcamp

Presenters: Jan Allen and April Ellsey

Supporting Students in a Virtual Learning Environment



Welcome

Jan Allen
Associate Dean 

Academic and Student Affairs
Graduate School, Cornell University

April Ellsey
Lead Product Manager

Dissertations & Theses, ProQuest
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Challenges in Graduate Student Writing

Student challenges in dissertation
writing Pre-COVID-19

• Self-doubt, loneliness, job market concerns

• Dispersion of your community of peers

• Financial challenges

• Competing priorities (family, job, etc.)

• Lack of understanding about what it means 
to write a dissertation
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Planning a Virtual Bootcamp



Understanding our Climate

During COVID 19

Student needs

Opportunities

Challenges
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Understanding Student Needs

Address

Isolation

Anxiety

Loneliness

Concern about delays 

Limited access to libraries

Restrictions on field site visits
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Responding During a Pandemic

Virtual Programming
and Online Academic

Support

Virtual Writing 
Workshops

Online Bootcamp
Events

Virtual Support 
Community
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Opportunities: Benefits of Being Virtual

Additional presenters and panels are more accessible

Virtual writing support groups available at any hour

Opportunity to deliver online content resources

Hold events for little to no cost

Grow their peer and support community beyond their university and country
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Preparing a Timeline

A month before Boot Camp During boot camp
(7-9am, noon-2pm, 4-6 pm)

After boot camp

• Needs assessment, messages, 
articles, templates, and 
encouragement

• Daily check-ins, discussions, Q&A
• Mini-lectures, panelists,

guest speakers
• Writing-in-a-supportive-Zoom 

group

• Writing support groups
and partners

• Weekly emails, monthly
Re-Boots, 10-year reunion
(by student request!)
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Resources and Tools for Virtual Bootcamps



Planning Tools and Resources
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ProQuest eLearning

Self-Directed Bootcamp Resources

LMS
Compatible

On-Demand 
Availability

Applied
Skills Learning

Graduate
Program Resource
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ProQuest eLearning

Bootcamp Modules

• How to select a topic
• What is the process for completing a 

dissertation or thesis?

• How do perform basic and advanced 
topic searches

• Research curation tools to help build a 
literature review

• Best practices for writing your 
dissertation and thesis

• Overcoming common hurdles to writing

Module 1
Getting Started on Your Thesis or Dissertation –
Topic Selection and Dissertation Process

Module 2
Efficient Discovery and Research Curation –
Search tips and Research Tools

Module 3
Developing a Productive Writing Plan
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What early grad students are looking to achieve…

Understand what 
other work has 
been produced 
under their advisor

Understand the 
qualities of a well 
written dissertation

Define a niche 
topic, what 
research questions 
are outstanding in
this field?

Develop to help 
generate a 
literature review 
for proposal writing
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Topic Discovery for the Beginner and Experienced
PQDT Global has several search tools to assist with topic discovery
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Refine Topic Research

🛈🛈

Use Cited By to identify 
derivative works from 
a dissertation and the 
seminal research in 
the field

Visualize trends about the 
volume of research on a 
topic across time

Full Text provides access 
to materials and 
methodologies used for 
prior study

Filter by university to 
identify the key 
contributors to the topic

PQDT search refinement tools assist with comprehensive topic research
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Supplemental Files Linked to Published Work
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Assessing Outcomes of a Virtual Bootcamp
What the Deans Learned at Bootcamp!



Skills developed

Productivity perceptions About students during
this unprecedented time

Knowledge gained About students’
writing support needs

About what to do at
the next virtual boot camp

Student Feedback What the Deans
Learned at Boot Camp

Understanding the Results
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What obstacles have you encountered and 
what solutions have worked for you? 



THANK YOU!

Jan Allen
Jan.Allen@cornell.edu

April Ellsey
April.Ellsey@proquest.com

mailto:Jan.Allen@cornell.edu
mailto:April.Ellsey@proquest.com


FAQs and Resources

How do I gain access to ProQuest 
Dissertations & Theses Global? 
https://about.proquest.com/contact
/contact-sales/

How do I get a copy of
Jan’s book?
https://www.amazon.com/Productiv
e-Graduate-Student-Writer-
Dissertation/dp/1620368919

How do I access and learn more 
about ProQuest’s eLearning 
Modules?
www.about.proquest.com/go/elearning
modules LINK will be active beginning 
Aug. 1.

How can I get materials from
Jan’s boot camp? 
https://about.proquest.com/researc
hers/graduate-student/expert-
advice-thesisdissertation/Virtual-
Dissertations-Bootcamp.html
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