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Ten Facts about...

M
aster’s education is the fastest growing and 
largest component of the graduate enterprise 
in the United States. According to the CGS/GRE 
Survey of Graduate Enrollment & Degrees for 

Fall 2020, 84.0% of first-time graduate students were 
enrolled in programs leading to a master’s degree or a 
graduate certificate and nearly three quarters (72.9%) 
of total graduate enrollment was in master’s programs.
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Increasingly, the nation’s workforce 
needs master’s degrees. Jobs that re-
quire a master’s degree at an entry-level are 
projected to grow by 15% between 2019 and 
2029, the fastest across all education lev-
els.i 

The majority of college graduates desire 
master’s degrees. Nearly three quarters of 
all students completing the baccalaureate 
expect to pursue an additional post-bacca-
laureate credential; of those, nearly two-
thirds plan to complete a master’s degree.ii 

The U.S. healthcare system depends on 
master’s education. Over three-fourths of 
nurse practitioners and nurse midwives are 
master’s degree holders and so are nearly 
two-thirds of nurse anesthetists. In addition, 
the plurality of various counseling occupa-
tions, such as marriage and family thera-
pists and mental health counselors are held 
by master’s degree holders.iii 
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Master’s education is a critical pathway 
to better job security and higher earn-
ings for URM students.  Nearly one quar-
ter of master’s degree recipients in 2018-19 
were underrepresented minorities (URMs), 
a proportion comparable to URM represen-
tation among baccalaureate degree recipi-
ents. In the same year, however, only 18.3% 
of doctoral degree recipients were URMs.iv 

Master’s education helps URM students 
prepare for STEM doctoral education. 
Underrepresented minority (URM) doctoral 
students in science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) fields are more 
likely to complete their degree objectives 
when they have prior master’s degrees.v

Not all master’s degrees are MBAs. 
Master’s degrees in business accounted for 
nearly one quarter (23.6%) of all master’s 
degrees conferred in the United States in 
2018-19. Education (17.6%) and health pro-
fessions and related fields (15.8%) were 
second and third. The remaining were in a 
variety of fields, including computer and in-
formation sciences (5.5%), social sciences 
and other applied fields, such as public ad-
ministration and social services (5.9%) and 
psychology (3.5%).vi 
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The nation’s education workforce relies 
on master’s education. Many elementa-
ry teachers (46%) and secondary teachers 
(51%), as well as special education teach-
ers (52%) and education administrators 
(44.3%) are master’s degree holders.vii 



Notes
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Master’s degree holders are an integral 
part of community college education. 
Nearly two-thirds of full-time faculty at 
community colleges in Fall 2003 had mas-
ter’s degrees, while only 18% of them had 
doctoral degrees.viii  More than half (53.5%) 
of community college instructors have mas-
ter’s degrees as their highest credentials, 
while only 11% of them have doctoral de-
grees.ix 

Master’s education preserves our heri-
tage and spurs cultural innovation. The 
majority of the nation’s librarians are mas-
ter’s degree holders, and the plurality of 
archivists, curators, museum technicians 
and conservators, and anthropologists and 
archeologists, and historians are Master’s 
degree holders.x 

Master’s degree holders are essential 
members of the U.S. research and devel-
opment enterprise. The largest percent-
age  of survey researchers, mathematicians, 
statisticians, sociologists, economists, and 
political scientists are master’s degree hold-
ers.xi 
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