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Xiamen University offers 166 doctorial programs and 237 master programs. There are 
more than 2,900 doctoral candidates, over 150 of which are from overseas, and 17,000 master 
candidates, over 320 of which are foreign students.  
 In order to improve postgraduate students’ ability to do scholarly research, Xiamen 
University reformed its scholarship system in 2008, and established a new scholarship system 
of well-covered grants that benefits all postgraduate students. The grants  cover full-time 
postgraduate students’ tuition or a portion of their tuition and living expenses. The grants are 
mainly from government funds, university funds, mentor-supporting funds, social donations, 
and students’ individual payment. The grants can be divided into four main regions: graduate 
fellowship, ‘3-A fund’ (Teaching Assistant, Tutor Assistant, Research Assistant), job 
subsidy, and innovation fund. As a financial safeguard against lack of tuition fees and living 
expenses, the graduate fellowship successfully supports postgraduate students to allow them 
to concentrate on their individual research and development.     
  Striking achievements have been made since the new scholarship system was 
established. The postgraduate students’ abilities to do research have been increased 
significantly. The obvious effects are listed below.  
  

Statistics of Academic Contribution of Postgraduates at Xiamen University 
2011-2012 
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Remark 

2011 1002 550 54.89% 2012.12 
 Statistical data 

2012 1263 649 51.39% 2013.06  
Statistical data 

Note: Contribution rates of first author and corresponding author exceed 50% in both 2011 
and 2012. 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
  



 

  Note: High level research papers refer to papers with Impact Factor over 5 or in JCR-1; Humanities   
  (including Economic Management) on Xiamen University Fist Class Core Journals. 



470 students received doctorates in  2009, including 178 in science and engineering 
programs, and 292 in humanities and social science programs. The science and engineering 
students published 445 papers on SCI, 2.5 papers on average, and 156 papers on EI, 0.88 
papers on average.  The humanities and social science students published 140 papers in 
first-class core journals, 0.48 papers on average. 
 478 students received doctorates in the year 2010, including 186 in science and 
engineering programs, and 292 in humanities and social science programs. Thescience and 
engineering students published 499 papers in SCI, 2.68 papers on average, and 147 papers in 
EI, 0.79 papers on average. The humanities and social science students published 166 papers in 
first-class core journals, 0.57 papers on average.  
  553 students received doctorates in the year 2011, including 244 in science and 
engineering programs, and 309 in humanities and social science programs. The science and 
engineering students published 730 papers in SCI, 2.99 papers on average, and 264 papers in 
EI, 1.08 papers on average. The humanities and social science students published 131 papers in 
first-class core journals, 0.42 papers on average.   
  470 students received doctorates in the year 2012, including 240 in science and 
engineering programs, and 280 in humanities and social science programs. The science and 
engineering students published 692 papers in SCI, 2.88 papers on average, and 237 papers in 
EI, 0.99 papers on average. The humanities and social science students published 111 papers in 
1st-class core journals, 0.40 papers on average. 
 
  

 



 
Xiamen University subsidized 107 doctoral students during 2009-2012 to participate in 

short-term academic exchange at top universities overseas, in  locations including the US, 
Germany, France, Singapore, Belgium, etc. The distinguished universities they attended 
included Harvard University, Duke University, Oxford University, Cambridge University, and 
Cornell University. Remarkable results were achieved.  

 
 As an incentive mechanism, the scholarship system in Xiamen University has greatly 
mobilized postgraduate students’ enthusiasm, developed their scholarly potential, stimulated 
their innovative consciousness, increased their ability to do research, and thus guaranteed the 
output of high-quality research achievements.  


