
National Organizations of Graduate Deans:
Exploring Opportunities for Global Dialogue

As associations of graduate school leaders emerge in 
regions and nations around the world, new opportunities 
open up for global dialogue. In this session, deans from 
three graduate dean associations will describe briefly 
how they are structured and operate. This will form a 
basis for discussing new and innovative strategies and 
channels for cross-national dialogue on graduate 
education.

• Presider: F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean, Graduate School, VCU
• Speaker: Rose Alinda Alias, Dean, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
• Speaker: Wang Enge, Dean, Graduate School, Peking University



Council of Graduate Schools

• Membership from colleges and universities significantly 
engaged in graduate education, research, and 
scholarship culminating in the award of the master's or 
doctoral degree.

• Includes over 500 universities in the United States and 
Canada, and 19 universities outside North America.

• CGS institutions annually award more than 95 percent of 
all U.S. doctorates and over 78 percent of all U.S. 
master's degrees.

www.cgsnet.org/Default.aspx?tabid=104



CGS Board of Directors and Affiliate 
Representatives

The Council of Graduate Schools is governed by a 
twelve-member Board of Directors drawn from member 
institutions. Board members are nominated and elected 
by the full membership for set terms. Selected by the 
Board of Directors and assisted by a professional staff, 
the President of the Council of Graduate Schools directs 
the activities of the Council from the CGS headquarters 
in Washington, DC. 

www.cgsnet.org/Default.aspx?tabid=106



CGS Staff
Debra W. Stewart, President
Eleanor Babco, CGS Consultant
Nathan Bell, Director, Research and Policy Analysis
Daniel Denecke, Program Director, Best Practices and Publications
Cheryl Flagg, Executive Assistant to the President
Sally Francis, Senior Scholar in Residence and Co-Director, Professional Science Master's Initiatives
Janice Goggins, Manager, Member Services and Website Development
Leontyne Goodwin, Program Manager, Best Practices
Julia Kent, Program Manager, Best Practices
Sheila Kirby, Senior Scholar
Carol Lynch, Senior Scholar in Residence and Co-Director, Professional Science Master's Initiatives 
Joshua Mahler, Program and Operations Associate 
Patricia McAllister, Vice President, Government Relations and External Affairs 
Keith Peregonov, Director of Finance and Administration 
Heidi Shank, Director, Meetings and Member Services
Robert Sowell, Vice President, Programs and Operations
Lindsey Strain, Administrative Assistant, Finance, Office of the President and Government 

Relations/Press Relations
William Wiener, Dean in Residence
Belle Woods, Interim Manager, Government Relations, External Affairs and Press Relations
Peggy Wu, Comptroller

www.cgsnet.org/Default.aspx?tabid=167



CGS Research and Advocacy in the 
Public Policy Arena

CGS serves as a national clearinghouse for information 
and research on graduate programs by providing original 
research, white papers, testimony and legislative 
analyses to key stakeholders, Congress, federal 
agencies and the media. CGS coordinates its activities 
with other national educational organizations to ensure 
that graduate education is well represented within the 
larger higher education community.

www.cgsnet.org/Default.aspx?tabid=104



CGS Best Practices Initiatives

CGS serves the graduate community by focusing on 
important issues affecting all aspects of graduate 
education and offering recommendations and proven 
solutions to address these issues. These initiatives 
include Ph.D. Completion; Professional Master's 
Degrees; Responsible Conduct of Research and 
Entrepreneurship. 

www.cgsnet.org/Default.aspx?tabid=104



CGS Affiliate Membership

• The Conference of Southern Graduate Schools
• The Midwestern Association of Graduate Schools
• The Northeastern Association of Graduate Schools
• The Western Association of Graduate Schools
• The Canadian Association for Graduate Studies



CGS International Affiliate Members

American University of Beirut The University of Nottingham 
Central European University United Arab Emirates University
European University Institute University de las Americas Puebla
Freie Universitat Berlin Universidad de Monterrey
King Saud University University of Iceland Haskoli Islands
Monash University University of Melbourne
Techniche Universitat Munchen University of the West Indies
The American University in Cairo World Maritime University 
The Australian National University Zayed University
The University of Hong Kong



CGS International Affiliate Members

CGS is actively inviting international institutions and organizations which share 
our mission to advance graduate education in the global community to join our 
organization as International Affiliates or Global Affiliates. Over the past 
several years, the Council of Graduate Schools has been increasingly 
engaged with the international higher education community. CGS provides a 
source of important information about trends and best practices 
in U.S. graduate institutions and provides our U.S. members with information 
about activities in the international graduate community.

•International Affiliate Membership is available to universities and colleges 
outside of the United States and Canada which are significantly engaged in 
graduate education. 

•Global Affiliate Membership is available to associations and other 
organizations outside of the United States and Canada which are not higher 
education institutions but share our mission and support the graduate 
education communities in their respective countries. 

www.cgsnet.org/Default.aspx?tabid=260



State Graduate School Organizations

Virginia Council of Graduate Schools

www.graduate.vcu.edu/welcome/vacouncil.html



Other Graduate Education Organizations

• Association of Public and Land-grant Universities
Council on Research Policy and Graduate Education

• American Association of Medical Colleges
Graduate Research, Education, and Training (GREAT) Group

CGS is the only national organization in the United States 
that is dedicated solely to the advancement of graduate 
education and research.


