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What is an indicator?

• Quantitative data 
• Change over time 
• Descriptive, not explanatory—open to multiple 

interpretations
• Provides an empirical foundation for debate, policy 

formation
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An overview

• Online resource only--
humanitiesindicators.org

• 74 indicators 
• Drawing on over 50 public 

and private data sources
• National picture
• Predicated on a broad 

conception of the 
humanities
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Inputs, outputs, and context of graduate 
education
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Deep shadow: loss of data on faculty

National Study of Post Secondary Faculty
• Was only source of comprehensive, 

nationally-representative data on the 
characteristics and working conditions of 
humanities faculty

• Last administered in 2004 
• Helping fill the void: the AAAS’ Humanities 

Departmental Survey
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Humanities Departmental Survey

• Numbers and characteristics of faculty, students 
• Disciplines profiled:
Art History 
English 
Foreign Languages 
History 
History of Science 
Linguistics 
MLA Combined English / Foreign Languages 
Religion

• Findings available at humanitiesindicators.org under 
the “Departmental Survey” tab
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