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Why be politically engaged?Why be politically engaged?

Awareness of Awareness of ……
Advocacy for Advocacy for ……
Knowledge and understanding of Knowledge and understanding of ……
Communication about Communication about ……
Giving voice to Giving voice to ……

……value and importance of graduate educationvalue and importance of graduate education……



Internal and externalInternal and external

Both are importantBoth are important

Should be complimentary with related Should be complimentary with related 
““talking pointstalking points””

Messages and approaches vary Messages and approaches vary 
depending upon audience and purposedepending upon audience and purpose

Ongoing process Ongoing process –– long term strategylong term strategy

Short term objectivesShort term objectives



Example from VirginiaExample from Virginia

Virginia Council of Graduate Schools (VCGS)Virginia Council of Graduate Schools (VCGS)
Shared goalsShared goals

Common strategiesCommon strategies

Different contributionsDifferent contributions

State Council for Higher Education in Virginia State Council for Higher Education in Virginia 
(SCHEV)(SCHEV)

Legislature and government connectionsLegislature and government connections

Graduate Student Research ForumGraduate Student Research Forum



http://www.vacgs.net/









VCGS Graduate Student VCGS Graduate Student 
Research ForumResearch Forum

Purpose Purpose 

Audiences/inviteesAudiences/invitees

Research & scholarship fociResearch & scholarship foci

Location & timingLocation & timing

Annual eventAnnual event





Letters from Governor and other Letters from Governor and other 
Political leadersPolitical leaders







http://www.vacgs.net/


