
UW Graduate Students -Trends in Admissions, Enrollment, and Degrees

Autumn Quarter Statistics 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Admissions 

Total Grad Applications 14,494   17,030   18,031   17,159   16,902   18,316   19,137   20,000   21,491 24,241

Total Offers 5,117     5,343     5,471     5,695     5,990     6,075     5,968     6,369     6,564     6,963

Total Minority Applications 1,665     2,112     2,181     2,385     2,309     2,507     2,612     2,944     3,340     3,970

Total Minority Offers 696        783        781        876        967        1,011     1,004     1,171     1,209     1,356

Total International Applications 4,744     5,414     5,391     4,324     4,033     4,587     4,994     5,480     5,831     6,586

Total International Offers 947        824        770        748        837        877        904        944        981        1,013

Overall Selectivity (see notes below) 35.3% 31.4% 30.3% 33.2% 35.4% 33.2% 31.2% 31.8% 30.5% 28.7%

Enrollment

Total Grad Enrollment 9,369     9,755     10,022   10,296   10,549   10,539   10,573   11,114   11,591   11,911  

Percent Change From Previous Year 4.1% 2.7% 2.7% 2.5% -0.1% 0.3% 5.1% 4.3% 2.8%

Total Women 4,922  5,216  5,332  5,469  5,694  5,757     5,798  6,051  6,312     6,476

% Women 52.5% 53.5% 53.2% 53.1% 54.0% 54.6% 54.8% 54.4% 54.5% 54.4%

Total Minority 1,242     1,367     1,422     1,486     1,589     1,652     1,715     1,964     2,178     2,346

% Minority 13.3% 14.0% 14.2% 14.4% 15.1% 15.7% 16.2% 17.7% 18.8% 19.7%

Total International 1,666     1,642     1,610     1,560     1,614     1,619     1,561     1,594     1,577     1,614

% International 17.8% 16.8% 16.1% 15.2% 15.3% 15.4% 14.8% 14.3% 13.6% 13.6%

Enrollment in Fee-Based Programs 693 888 1,483 1,761 1,888 2,002 2,083 2,289 2,538 2,808    

% Fee-Based 7.4% 9.1% 14.8% 17.1% 17.9% 19.0% 19.7% 20.6% 21.9% 23.6%

New Enrollment

Total New Grad Enrollment 2,879     2,973     3,015     3,089     3,300     3,198     3,232     3,438     3,549     3,563    

Percent Change From Previous Year 3.3% 1.4% 2.5% 6.8% -3.1% 1.1% 6.4% 3.2% 0.4%

Total  New Women 1,574     1,668     1,613     1,667     1,842     1,773     1,777     1,911     1,919     1,936    

% Women 54.7% 56.1% 53.5% 54.0% 55.8% 55.4% 55.0% 55.6% 54.1% 54.3%

Total New Minority 383        447        457        494        536        563        556        693        667        736       

% Minority 13.3% 15.0% 15.2% 16.0% 16.2% 17.6% 17.2% 20.2% 18.8% 20.7%

Minority Yield (see notes below) 55.0% 57.1% 58.5% 56.4% 55.4% 55.7% 55.4% 59.2% 55.2% 54.3%

Total New International 540        430        427        402        495        479        467        493        505        507       

% International 18.8% 14.5% 14.2% 13.0% 15.0% 15.0% 14.4% 14.3% 14.2% 14.2%

Overall Yield (see notes below) 56.3% 55.6% 55.1% 54.2% 55.1% 52.6% 54.2% 54.0% 54.1% 51.2%

Degrees

Academic Year (Sum - Spr) 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

Total Master's Degrees Granted 2,299     2,486     2,727     2,776     2,797     2,885     2,858     2,892     2,936     3,264

Total Doctoral Degree Granted 484        456        493        506        530        614        629        631        678        701

Total Graduate Degrees Granted 2,783     2,942     3,220     3,282     3,327     3,499     3,487     3,523     3,614     3,965    

Percent Change From Previous Year 5.7% 9.5% 1.9% 1.4% 5.2% -0.3% 1.0% 1.0% 9.7%

Notes: Autumn Quarter data as of the 10th day census.  Figures include all three campuses (Seattle, Bothell, and Tacoma).  Minority category includes African Americans, 
American Indians, Asian Americans, and Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and Hispanic/Latinos. Selectivity = # offers / # applications.  Yield = #new enrollment / # offered. 

Comprehensive UW graduate education statistics may be found at: 

overall-stats.xls Graduate School Computing and Information Resources Printed: 10/18/2010



 
Washington State Residency 
Enrollment 
The majority of UW graduate students, 
59 percent, are Washington State 
residents.  Nonresidents include 
international students (who comprise 
about 13.6 percent of total 
enrollment). 
 
Over-all, UW Masters and doctoral 
enrollment has grown steadily in the 
past decade, rising 23.7 percent since 
autumn 2001.  There were 9,369 
graduate students at UW in autumn 
2001, rising to 11,592 in autumn 2009. 
 
Fee-Based Enrollment 
In autumn 2009, 21.9 percent of 
students were in fee based programs 
(e.g., programs that are supported 

entirely by tuition and fees).  The creation of new programs has driven this great increase; there are now 36 
fee-based programs at UW.  A later report will focus on fee-based programs in greater detail. 
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Increase in Graduate Student Applications and New Students 
The UW has seen a steady increase in the number of graduate applications, with a 48 percent increase from 
2001 to 2009.  Growth has been steady, rising four percent from 2007 to 2008, and 6.4 percent from 2008 to 
2009. The number of new graduate students at the three UW campuses continues to increase, rising 23 
percent from 2001 to 2009. 

Graduate Student Enrollment Patterns  
UW Seattle graduate students are distributed across 18 colleges and schools; Arts and Sciences (24 percent) 
and Engineering (13 percent) are the largest areas of study.  The various divisions in Arts and Sciences are as 
large, or larger, than some colleges and schools.
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*The College of the Environment has only existed since Autumn 2009 .  However, the six departments that comprise the college existed longer . 
The data for those departments have been combined and presented as the College of the Environment throughout this report .  The College of the 
Environment is comprised of departments that were part of A&S - Sciences, Ocean & Fishery Sciences, and the College of Forest Resources . 

Note: Applications have not yet closed for 2010 .

For data on each college, school and program, refer to the appendix: http://www .grad .washington .edu/about/reports/report2-appendix .pdf .

FIGuRE 9

Trends in Applications, 2010
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*Atmospheric Sciences and Earth and Space Sciences moved from A&S-Sciences to the College of the Environment in 2009 . 
**The College of the Environment has only existed since Autumn 2009 . However, the six departments that comprise the college existed longer .  The 
data for those departments have been combined and presented as the College of the Environment throughout this report . 
***The Pharmacy master’s (fee-based) program began in 2008 . Acceptance rate change is for the 2008-09 and 2009-10 academic years .
****The PhD in Public Affairs program began in 2006 .  These data span 2006 to 2009 .

FIGuRE 12

See ranges presented in brackets for change over time . Percentage ranges are rounded to the nearest whole number .
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University of Washington:   Tuition short-falls 

What is the shortfall between tuition support from external funders and actual tuition costs?   Below:   current shortfall for NIH and for all trainees:   $1.35 

million for NIH trainees for a full year and $1.97 million for all trainees (using the same NIH tuition funding formula for all).   

ALL TRAINEES Academic Year   Summer   TOTAL 

  Nbr Shortfall  Nbr Shortfall Shortfall 

Tier 1 Students 371 $     1,564,730  325 $  125,802.30   $     1,690,532  

Tier 2 Students 40 $        177,088  2 $           811.80   $        177,900  

Tier 3 Students 21 $           97,289  11 $       4,667.52   $        101,956  

Tier 98 Students 8         

Tier 99 Students 17   6     

TOTAL 457 $     1,839,106  344 $        131,282   $     1,970,388  

 
 

NIH TRAINEES ONLY Academic Year   Summer     

  Nbr Shortfall  Nbr Shortfall Shortfall 

Tier 1 Students 286 $     1,206,234  266 $  102,964.34   $     1,309,198  

Tier 2 Students 1 $             4,427  0 $                    -     $             4,427  

Tier 3 Students 8 $           37,062  8 $       3,394.56   $           40,457  

Tier 98 Students   $                    -      0 0 

Tier 99 Students 2 $                    -    3 0 0 

TOTAL 297 $     1,247,723  277 $        106,359   $     1,354,082  

 
 

Resident Tuition  2010-11 Academic Year (10 credit) Total NIH Shortfall* 

Tier 1 Students $           10,544   $             4,218  

Tier 2 Students $           11,068   $             4,427  

Tier 3 Students $           11,582   $             4,633  

Resident Tuition Summer Only 2010 (2 credit) Total NIH Shortfall* 

Tier 1 Students $                 968   $ 387  

Tier 2 Students $             1,015   $ 406  

Tier 3 Students $             1,061   $  424  

 



Graduate Student Financial Support Summary, Autumn 2010
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Chemistry 70 2 123 3 6 204 28 0 54 1 4 87 42.65 15 0 19 1 1 36 17.65 7 0 19 0 0 26 12.75

Astronomy 8 0 19 3 5 35 6 0 9 1 5 21 60.00 2 0 2 1 1 6 17.14 2 0 1 0 0 3 8.57

Applied Mathematics 23 4 14 1 7 49 7 1 4 0 5 17 34.69 1 2 0 0 1 4 8.16 9 0 9 0 2 20 40.82

Biology 27 0 36 5 39 107 17 0 18 4 26 65 60.75 5 0 7 0 10 22 20.56 2 0 8 0 1 11 10.28

Arts and Sciences - 
Sciences

Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilization

1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00

Linguistics 17 3 5 0 6 31 6 1 1 0 5 13 41.94 3 1 0 0 2 6 19.35 5 0 0 0 0 5 16.13

Romance Languages and 
Literature

22 2 0 0 2 26 15 1 0 0 1 17 65.38 7 0 0 0 0 7 26.92 5 0 0 0 0 5 19.23

Slavic Languages and 
Literatures

6 1 0 0 0 7 4 0 0 0 0 4 57.14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 3 0 0 0 0 3 42.86

Scandinavian Studies 10 0 1 0 0 11 6 0 0 0 0 6 54.55 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 1 0 0 0 0 1 9.09

Classics 14 0 0 0 3 17 11 0 0 0 1 12 70.59 2 0 0 0 1 3 17.65 3 0 0 0 0 3 17.65

Asian Languages and 
Literature

11 2 2 0 5 20 6 0 1 0 2 9 45.00 2 0 0 0 0 2 10.00 7 1 1 0 2 11 55.00

Comparative Literature 32 1 1 0 2 36 17 0 0 0 1 18 50.00 3 0 0 0 0 3 8.33 14 0 0 0 0 14 38.89

Germanics 11 0 1 0 3 15 7 0 0 0 2 9 60.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 4 0 0 0 3 7 46.67

English 131 3 3 0 17 154 84 2 1 0 12 99 64.29 31 0 0 0 7 38 24.68 9 0 2 0 1 12 7.79

SubTotal: 255 12 13 0 38 318 156 4 3 0 24 187 58.81 48 1 0 0 10 59 18.55 51 1 3 0 6 61 19.18

Arts and Sciences - 
Humanities

Dance 6 0 0 0 0 6 4 0 0 0 0 4 66.67 1 0 0 0 0 1 16.67 1 0 0 0 0 1 16.67

Art History 11 0 3 0 9 23 10 0 2 0 9 21 91.30 2 0 1 0 3 6 26.09 0 0 1 0 2 3 13.04

Art 10 1 2 0 8 21 3 0 1 0 2 6 28.57 0 1 0 0 1 2 9.52 1 0 1 0 0 2 9.52

Digital Arts and Experimental 
Media, Center for

9 0 0 0 0 9 5 0 0 0 0 5 55.56 2 0 0 0 0 2 22.22 3 0 0 0 0 3 33.33

Music 27 4 2 0 43 76 14 3 1 0 27 45 59.21 2 1 1 0 5 9 11.84 4 2 0 0 12 18 23.68

Drama 9 13 0 0 3 25 6 7 0 0 1 14 56.00 4 1 0 0 0 5 20.00 0 0 0 0 1 1 4.00

SubTotal: 72 18 7 0 63 160 42 10 4 0 39 95 59.38 11 3 2 0 9 25 15.63 9 2 2 0 15 28 17.50

Arts and Sciences - Arts

Total Appointments Female Appointments Minority Appointments International Appointments

TA SA RA Trainee Fellow Tot TA SA RA Traine
e

Fellow Tot %Tot TA SA RA Traine
e

Fellow Tot %Tot TA SA RA Traine
e

Fellow Tot %Tot
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Autumn Quarter Enrollment

Autumn Quarter Percentages

Autumn Minority Admissions

Autumn International Admissions

Applicant Average GPA

Applicant Average GRE Scores
Denied

Accepted But Not Enrolled

Accepted and Enrolled

Autumn Quarter Financial Support

Enrollment History
Total
Full-Time
Part-Time
Male
Female
Ethnic Minority
International
Wash. Resident

Continuing

Non-Resident
New Student Enrollment

Annual Application (Sum-Spr qtrs)

Annual Degrees Awarded (Sum-Spr qtrs)

J

Autumn Quarter Applications
Autumn Quarter Denials
Autumn Quarter Offers

% Denied (of Applications)
% Offers (of Applications)
% New Enrollees (of Apps)
% New Enrollees (of Offers)

Applications

Denials

Denials
Offers

Applications

Offers

Denied
Accepted But Not Enrolled
Accepted and Enrolled

Verbal Score
Quantitative Score
Analytical Score

Quantitative Score
Verbal Score

Analytical Score

Quantitative Score
Verbal Score

Analytical Score

Masters:

Doctoral:

Ph.D. Candidates:

Teaching Assistants
Research Assistants
Fellowships
Traineeships

1169
851
318
884
285
142
422
549
620
285
859

2969

2700
1846
719

68.4%
26.6%
10.6%
39.6%

315
200
103

1461
1219
172

3.50

3.59
3.53

564
769
716

548
746
702

535
738
686

319

79

91

177
539
86
11

2002-03

1166
868
298
895
271
131
380
549
617
301
864

3089

2896
2043
710

70.5%
24.5%
10.4%
42.4%

325
228
88

1462
1229
145

3.54

3.60
3.54

564
764
710

563
748
707

546
736
685

287

80

82

181
561
106
17

2003-04

1189
872
317
917
272
126
359
556
633
308
881

2464

2374
1475

690

62.1%
29.1%
13.0%
44.6%

318
205
100

1072
796
123

3.55

3.62
3.58

552
766
712

551
746
700

542
733
692

322

84

96

204
529
68
19

2004-05

1214
887
327
923
291
160
369
519
695
351
863

2323

2125
1250
719

58.8%
33.8%
16.5%
48.8%

262
138
111

956
704
142

3.55

3.63
3.56

545
763
699

543
745
694

527
736
686

288

89

96

198
499
107

2

2005-06

1243
881
362
948
295
171
363
520
723
357
886

2517

2318
1472
752

63.5%
32.4%
15.4%
47.5%

249
116
120

1169
974
156

3.52

3.62
3.56

536
768
708

543
752
678

530
743
680

310

90

77

185
498
88
10

2006-07

1237
858
379
945
292
168
364
523
714
307
930

2911

2668
1772

706

66.4%
26.5%
11.5%
43.5%

246
136
93

1523
1218

184

3.55

3.63
3.59

525
770
685

553
755
692

537
743
658

313

90

93

193
485
94
4

2007-08

1335
867
468

1026
309
225
371
597
738
350
985

3262

3023
1214
799

40.2%
26.4%
11.6%
43.8%

326
73

153

1792
992
184

3.49

3.61
3.53

497
771
646

545
749
640

524
735
628

299

87

91

186
486
104

7

2008-09

1443
931
512

1106
337
264
375
680
763
424

1019

3822

3500
1429
869

40.8%
24.8%
12.1%
48.8%

388
126
154

2025
1067
201

3.48

3.61
3.57

491
766
532

546
754
631

738
638

381

90

101

172
528
104

7

2009-10

527

1493
972
521

1129
364
263
398
692
801
392

1101

3900
1689
906

43.3%
23.2%
10.1%
43.3%

468
176
171

2231
1198
190

3.48

3.64
3.58

489
762
576

547
757
704

516
749
720

176
554
128

5

2010-11

1141
822
319
856
285
128
425
519
622
287
840

2149

1851
974
630

52.6%
34.0%
15.5%
45.6%

176
74
90

1075
693
190

3.46

3.59
3.56

543
756
692

552
740
688

545
730
670

299

70

83

196
505
113

16

2001-02



Graduate Students and Posdoctoral Schoolars Supported by External Research

FY 2010 Nbr 

Appointees

Stipend Benefits Stipend Plus 

Benefits Sub-

Total

Grad Tuition Total Amt

TA 55 $298,963 38,566$            337,529$          

SA 32 $256,548 33,095$            289,643$          

RA 2490 $35,522,783 4,582,439$      40,105,222$    

Grad Fellow 477 $6,809,803 701,410$          7,511,213$      

Grad Trainee 669 $8,989,340 925,902$          9,915,242$      

Total Grad 3636 $51,321,926 6,281,412$      57,603,338$    $22,310,287 79,913,624$    

Post Doc Fellows 1082 $28,499,841 5,528,969$      34,028,810$    

Post Doc Trainees 441 $13,283,474 2,576,994$      15,860,468$    

Total Post Doc 1523 $41,783,315 8,105,963$      49,889,278$    $85,725 49,975,004$    

Total 5159 $93,105,241 $14,387,375 $107,492,616 $22,396,012 129,888,628$  

FY 2011 (INCOMPLETE 

DATA)*

Nbr 

Appointees

Stipend Benefits Stipend Plus 

Benefits Sub-

Total

Grad Tuition Total Amt

TA 31 160,089$          23,533$            183,622$          

SA 26 157,684$          23,180$            180,863$          

RA 2429 $31,750,238 4,667,285$      36,417,523$    

Grad Fellow 507 $7,430,535 965,969$          8,396,504$      

Grad Trainee 638 $7,981,227 1,037,559$      9,018,786$      

Total Grad 3574 $47,161,999 6,717,527$      53,879,525$    $23,069,807 76,949,333$    

Post Doc Fellows 1132 $28,660,572 4,213,104$      32,873,676$    

Post Doc Trainees 452 $12,598,642 1,852,000$      14,450,643$    

Total Post Doc 1584 $41,259,214 6,065,105$      47,324,319$    $81,023 47,405,342$    

Total 5158 $88,421,213 $12,782,631 101,203,844$  $23,150,830 124,354,675$  

* Incomplete for Spring 2011
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Exit Questionnaire Summary Report
Summer 2009 - Spring 2010 

Ph.D Students 

Academic Unit School/College University

Average Ratings (scale of 1 to 5, 5 being highest) Average St. Dev Average St. Dev Average St. Dev

Rating of departmental academic standards 4.74 0.45 4.45 0.64 4.36 0.74

Response of recent developments or trends 4.78 0.52 4.56 0.6 4.43 0.76

Adequacy of research and professional training 4.61 0.78 4.44 0.71 4.28 0.89

Adequacy of space, facilities, and equipment 4.65 0.57 4.17 0.87 3.94 1.07

Satisfaction with supervision and/or guidance 4.35 0.88 4.39 0.84 4.26 0.96

Confidence in preparation for teaching 4.1 0.94 3.91 0.92 3.8 1.06

Adequacy of teaching preparation for students 4.05 0.91 4.07 0.74 4.19 0.84

Quality of the faculty 4.65 0.49 4.56 0.54 4.56 0.65

Satisfaction with career mentoring 4 0.76 3.99 0.9 3.94 1.08

Confidence as an independent scholar/researcher in field 4.26 0.62 4.41 0.62 4.23 0.73

Overall quality of the program 4.74 0.45 4.44 0.6 4.35 0.71

Percent who had a paper published in a journal while in the program 91.30% 82.02% 67.47%

Percent who are publishing based on thesis or dissertation 100.00% 100.00% 95.02%

Average Number of Papers Published 7.7 4.9 3.1

Percent incurring no debt to finance education 86.96% 71.11% 53.00%

Under $5,000 4.35% 7.78% 8.04%

$5,000-10,000 4.35% 6.67% 8.04%

$10,001-20,000 0.00% 2.22% 7.57%

Above $20,000 0.00% 5.56% 16.09%

Teaching Experience at U of W

Served as grader and/or tutor 82.61% 47.78% 45.90%

Taught laboratory/quiz sections 78.26% 66.67% 62.15%

Taught own class 13.04% 17.78% 35.33%

Other 17.39% 17.78% 16.56%

Immediate Post-graduation Plans

Further graduate study 0.00% 0.00% 2.89%

Postdoctoral fellowship or research associateship 30.43% 27.59% 40.24%

Governmental employment 0.00% 5.75% 5.26%

Self-employment 4.35% 1.15% 2.55%

Business/industrial employment 39.13% 43.68% 16.47%

Research University 21.74% 14.94% 17.66%

Comprehensive university or college 0.00% 3.45% 5.94%

Liberal arts college 0.00% 0.00% 0.34%

Community college 0.00% 0.00% 0.85%

School (K-12) 0.00% 0.00% 1.70%

Not seeking employment or further formal education 0.00% 0.00% 0.85%

Other 4.35% 3.45% 5.26%

Percentage having secured a position 86.96% 70.45% 64.17%

Secured position preference (first choice) 95.00% 82.81% 85.02%

Secured position preference (second choice) 5.00% 14.06% 12.08%

Secured position preference (third choice) 0.00% 3.13% 2.90%

Percentage indicating the position is in Washington State 40.00% 38.46% 42.62%

Number of Respondents 23 88 606

*Notes: 

1. All figures are calculated based on the number of responses received, not the number of graduates for the reporting period. 

2. Standard deviation (St. Dev) is calculated using the population method. 

3. Columns with values of "N/A" are shown when the number of total respondents is equal to one (1). 

Results as of 6/7/2011
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